
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sponsorship Transforms Lives 
 

  The selfless decision of sponsorship is transforming lives – individuals, 

families and communities. Sponsorship is much more than just education; 

in some instances it means the difference between life and death. Your 

sponsorship dollars, whether they be for a student, teacher or pastor 

impacts individuals and their community. 
 

  Children’s basic needs are met: food in their tummy and education for a 

better future. Sponsorship provides confidence that safety, medical & 

spiritual care are within their reach. Teachers are able to concentrate their 

attention and love on the children with the knowledge that their basic 

means of living are covered.  Pastors can focus their attention on the needs 

and prayers of their congregation members providing encouragement and 

support.  Through God’s love and your partnership lives are being touched, 

hearts are being opened and people are empowered.  Your on-going 

support makes all of this and so much more possible. 
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A Year in the Ministry 
 

  2014 started off as just another year in the life of the Ministry. Celebrating Christmas in 

Kenya with the children. Preparing and transitioning 22 students from 8th grade to high 

school; moving a total of 60 high school students into their new homes. (High School in 

Kenya is boarding school and only those students who pass the national exam and can pay 

the tuition & fees are afforded further education.) Without sponsorship, these young people 

would not have this opportunity to better themselves, their situations, and their futures.) 
 

  However, it was not just any year – it is the celebration of 20 years in ministry for Fishers of 

Men Ministries. Twenty years of building-up people and helping them improve their 

situations. Providing water wells for the thirsty, basic needs for children and families, 

educations for a brighter future and demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ. What began with 

one man’s promise to the Lord has become a vital, life-giving ministry with faithful support 

of friends and partners.  Thank you for your prayers and financial support, which allows this 

organization to show Christ’s love in action. Together we are making a difference. 

Finding Unlikely Partnerships 
 

  The details and planning that go into making a mission trip a success can be tedious. To say that God is in the details is 

truly an understatement. We know that our Lord works in ways which produce awe-inspiring wonders. Every day, He brings 

plans together but sometimes the “amazingness” of the details can astound even the most faithful believer.  

 

  In preparation for the planned eye care at FOM - Kimondo Victory Academy in August, Dr. Scott Palmer completed an 

internet search to locate optometric equipment for the eye-exams rather than carry / ship bulky equipment from his DeWitt, 

Iowa office. This led to the name of an eye surgeon at the Kitale District Hospital, which happens to be only 18 miles from 

Kimondo. Unbelievably, Dr. Rono generously offered the complimentary use of his ‘auto-refractor’ to a complete stranger, 

allowing Dr. Palmer to increase his efficiency.  (Miracle #1: Internet search leads to a valuable partnership opportunity.) 

  

  Turns out, Dr. Rono is much more than just an eye-surgeon at the Kitale District Hospital; he also holds a medical and 

political position in Africa’s Health Ministry. We also learned Dr. Rono was once, himself, a sponsored child with another 

organization. After visiting, Dr. Rono was more than impressed with the Ministry and Kimondo Medical Clinic and is very 

interested in partnering with FOM Ministries. (Miracle #2: New contact understands history and benefits of sponsorship and 

possesses beneficial connections.) 

 

  Dr. Rono wants to change the way healthcare is provided in Kenya; taking the medical care to the people rather than 

patients traveling city hospitals. After spending the day at the Kimondo Medical Clinic and Academy, an amazing 

opportunity was offered. With the right connections and support from a donor, Nurse Rhonda, who works part-time at the 

Medical Clinic and deeply loves the children was given an opportunity to further her medical training. After completion of 

the training program, Nurse Rhonda will be stationed at the FOM Kimondo Medical Clinic (employed full-time by the 

Kenyan government) to provide first level healthcare to the Academy’s children and greater Kimondo community. (Miracle 

#3 - This partnership helps FOM gain government financial assistance and puts a full-time clinician at the Kimondo 

Medical Clinic, opening convenient, attainable medical care to the nearly 20,000 local people.) 

 

  Sometimes God’s miracles are simply unfathomable.  Witnessing these miracles defies words but provides innumerable 

benefits for this Ministry to provide Christ’s Love while touching a multitude of people – both believers and non-believers. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Serving as the Hands and Feet of Christ 
 

  July 28-August 13, 2014 six people set out to make a difference in the lives of people in need. Pastor Brett Black, Maraena 

Black (16), Ken Brooks (WDLM morning show host), Dr. Scott Palmer, Dana Palmer and Morgan Palmer (17) journeyed to 

the other side of the world to demonstrate “Christ’s Love in Action”.   

 

  Dried corn and beans were delivered to FOM communities in drought stricken Eastern Kenya.  These supplies would 

provide life preserving staples for 2-3 months.  With no measurable rain in nearly two years, water resources in these areas 

have dwindled leaving no ability to produce grain locally.  Without necessary resources, the future in these areas look bleak.  

With funds raised prior to departure, 50 bags of corn and 12 bags of beans (bag = 220 lbs.) were purchased and delivered to 

the FOM churches and fellowships in Kilawa, Kwa Mala, and Muamba. In addition to food delivery, the mission team was 

able to witness a dry water-well being actively dug deeper (with hammer & chisel) in search of water and lend a hand in 

laying a few bricks for a new church in Kilawa. Pastor Brett Black was on-hand to bless the early stages of the new church 

construction being supported by the congregation he pastors at Point of Grace Church, from Des Moines area. 

 

  The team traveled to Kitale in preparation for serving and ministering to the children and staff at FOM’s Kimondo Victory 

Academy. While Dr. Palmer provided eye-care to the children and staff at the Academy, the other team members spent time 

simply loving and playing with the children. Pastor Black spent time sharing God’s word and there were opportunities for 

reaching-out to community residents outside the compound.  

 

  On week days, Ken Brooks put together stories and videos of the ministry in action.  With a cellphone and a simple 

electronic gadget, Ken connected “live” with the Moody radio station in the Quad Cities and shared the experiences and 

prayer needs with listeners.  Those prayers made a huge impact on the daily ministry which touched lives.   

 

  Remarkably, while the adults were busy accomplishing daily tasks, Morgan & Maraena touched the hearts of countless 

children.  These two young ladies were showing the children unconditional love and providing abundant joy.  It never took 

long for the children to gather around these unselfish teenagers with laughter and singing not far behind.  It was rare to see 

either of the girls without a child in their arms or on their lap.  Smiles and joy followed Morgan & Maraena through-out the 

trip.   

 

In God’s Path 
 

  God placed a little girl in the right place, at exactly the right time and Dr. 

Palmer was able to participate in one of God’s many miracles. The first day 

arriving at the Kimondo Victory Academy, several local area residents (not 

connected with FOM) came to see what was happening. Dr. Palmer witnessed a 

little girl off to the side, with a very obvious eye abnormality, and knew 

immediately he needed to see the child. With FOM staff & Joshua’s assistance, 

arrangements were made to provide an eye examination for this this four year old 

allowing Dr. Palmer to determine, without intervention, the little girl would 

eventually lose most of her ability to see. Remarkably, little Dorcas Nafula 

needed the strongest eyeglass prescription that Dr. Palmer has ever prescribed.  

With God’s amazing help, Dr. Palmer was able to provide glasses that will allow 

Dorcas to see and live a better life.  With this single opportunity, Dorcas now has 

a fighting chance to see, get an education, and live a productive life.  In addition 

to her glasses, little Dorcas now has the opportunity to become a sponsored child 

and experience the many benefits. 

 

First National Fishers of Men Ministries Conference Held in Kenya 
 

  On August 9-10, 2014, the pastors and representatives from all ten FOM Churches and 

Fellowships met at the Maila Saba church, near Kitale. These partners in ministry traveled 

nearly 375 miles from Eastern Kenya and 540 miles from Mombasa. (Imagine driving those 

distances on county blacktops we find in our rural areas.  There is no interstate in Kenya.)  

 

  This was the very first time all of Kenya’s Fishers of Men Ministries Churches have 

gathered together in one location. It was an extraordinary time of praise and worship lifted 

up to our Lord and Savior for all the wonderful gifts He has provided.  It was a time to build 

unity within the Ministry, celebrate the accomplishments, share progress and developments, 

and encourage the congregations moving forward while sharing God’s love. It was a 

blessing and a joy to have all of our congregations represented under one roof to celebrate 

the Ministries’ numerous successes and empower future growth. 
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